
Trade Barriers and
Market Access



Before we start …



The Harmonized System
(HS)



• Multipurpose nomenclature for goods
• Unique way of identifying and coding 

goods
Nomenclature

• 212 countries, territories, customs or 
economic unions

• More than 98% of the world trade

Global 
Coverage

The Harmonized System (HS)



21 Sections 
of 

Commodity 
Sectors

96 Chapters
1 228

Headings
(4-digit code)

5 612
Subheadings
(6-digit code)

Revised 
every 5 or 6 

years

The Harmonized System (HS)



The HS Structure

• Sections
• Live Animals and Animals Products

• Chapters
• Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other 

aquatic inverterbrates

Higher Level

• Live
• Fresh or chilled
• Frozen
• Prepared or preserved
• And many more …

Headings and 
Subheadings



Let’s check some Sections of the HS



The Harmonized System (HS)



HS Chapter 03

https://bit.ly/HS-2022-Ch-03


Harmonized System – Chapter 3



Harmonized System – Chapter 3



International Trade of 
Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Products and Access to 
Markets



What is “market access”?

Most common “market access” requirements
Private sector
• Certification of fisheries and aquaculture 

products

Government
• SPS and TBT requirements
• Legality and traceability
• Tariffs

The possibility of having preferential 
market access is a key element in the 
competitiveness of countries and 
companies

They can be set by the government or by specific demand of 
buyers

A set of “external” conditions shaping access potential
to foreign markets



Tariffs and Market Access

• Applicable tariffs
• Preferential tariffsTypes of Tariffs

• Huge impact on market access
• Tariffs can be reduced from 20-10% to 0%

Preferential 
tariffs

• Granted
• Negotiated

Types of 
preferential tariffs



Forms of Tariffs

• A percentage of the value of the productAd-Valorem (AV) 
Tariffs

• computed on the physical quantity of the good being 
imported
e.g., Australia's 2005 schedule includes a tariff of $1.22/kg on certain types of cheeses

Specific tariffs

• either a specific or an ad valorem rate, depending on which 
generates the most (or sometimes least) revenue
E.g., Indian duties on certain rayon fabrics are either 15 percent ad valorem or Rs. 87 per square meter, whichever is 
higher.

Mixed tariffs

• both ad valorem and specific components
E.g., Pakistan charges Rs. 0.88 per litre of some petroleum products plus 25 percent ad 
valorem

Compound tariffs

• low tariff rate on an initial increment of imports (the within-quota 
quantity) and a very high tariff rate on imports entering above that 
initial amount.

Tariff rate quotas

NON
AV 



Types of Tariffs

Applied or MFN

Bound

Preferential

Unilateral Preferences 
(e.g. GSP)

Reciprocal Preferences 
(e.g. in RTAs)



An Excerpt of the WTO TAO Tariff Report



Non-Tariff Measures and Trade 
Barriers

• Policy measures affecting international trade
• Not involving tariffs
• Many areas: import license, quotas, TBT and SPS 

Non-Tariff Measures

• Compliance implications
• Detrimental to WTO General Principles
• Subset of non-tariff measures

Trade Barriers

Non-Tariff Measures 
applicable to 

Fisheries



Perception of Business to
“Invisible” Barriers in International Trade

• Technical requirements
• Conformity assessment
• Pre-shipment inspection and other entry formalities
• Quantity control measures
• Rules of origin and related certificate of origin





Import Notifications of the European Union



Import Notifications of the United States



Import Requirements of 
Major Import Markets in a 

Nutshell
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