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National Geographic: Tubbataha Reef



The Philippine waters cover 220 

million hectares

7x bigger than the total land area

Sits in the Coral Triangle which 

has the richest marine life in the 

planet

At a Glance: The Philippine Fishery Resources
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24M hectare
(11M ha. within EEZ plus 13M ha. 

extended  Continental Shelf)

Tubbataha Reef



At a Glance: The Philippine Fishery Resources



Shelf area: 18.46 million ha

Coastline: 36.3 km

Coral Reef: 2.7 million ha

Fish ponds: 254 thousand ha

Swamplands: 246 thousand ha

Other inland resources: 250 

thousand ha



FMA
FISHERIES 

MANAGEMENT 
AREAS

Fisheries Administrative Order (FAO) 263 s. 2019 

FMAs nationwide

Implementing science and rules-based 

fisheries management measures

12



Total number of registered 
fisherfolk (2022) is 2,302,648.

1.9 M are small-scale fishers

70% are MALE 30% are FEMALE

Capture Fishing
51%

Aquaculture
11%

Gleaning
11%

Fish Vending
7%

Fish processing
2%

Others 
18%

REGISTERED FISHERFOLK BY LIVELIHOOD, 2022

Capture Fishing Aquaculture Gleaning Fish Vending Fish Processing Others

Male 1,063,104 173,576 74,161 50,310 13,428 237,055

 Female 110,277 85,872 183,350 106,851 31,720 172,944
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The Philippine Fisheries Sector: In Numbers

Source: Philippine Fisheries Profile, 2022



20 and below
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61 and above
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Distribution of fisherfolk by age, 2022
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Average age by livelihood, 2022 

 Average age

The age distribution of registered fisherfolk indicates that 
most individuals engaged in fishing activities in the country in 
2022 are aged 41 or older, accounting for 69.87% of the total 
number of registered fisherfolk. Youth fisherfolk or those 
belonging to the 21 to 30 and 20 and below age brackets only 
comprised 9 % of the fisherfolk population. The remaining 
21.13% constitutes the fisherfolk aged 31 to 40 years.

The above graph shows that the fisherfolk engaged in various 
fishing-related livelihood were 51 years of age, on average. 
Notably, aquaculture generally involved individuals of slightly 
older age, with an average of 52 years old. Conversely, fish 
processing had a relatively younger age, with 49 as the mean or 
most occurring age, while fish vending, gleaning, and capture 
fishing activities demonstrated greater consistency in their 
average age, clustering around 50 to 52 years in most regions of 
the country.

Source: Philippine Fisheries Profile, 2022



Fisheries Production and Trade 

Performance



National Milkfish 
Industry 

Roadmap 2021-
2040

National Tilapia 
Industry 

Roadmap 2022-
2025

National Shrimp 
Industry Roadmap 

2021-2040

National Seaweed 
Industry Roadmap 

2022-2026

National Shellfish 
Industry Roadmap 

2021-2040

TOP 5 PRIORITY AQUACULTURE COMMODITIES
Objective: To gear up the Philippine Aquaculture Industry towards sustainable, globally competitive, 
climate-change resilient, adaptive to smart technology production. 



Source: Philippine Fisheries Profile, 2022

Top Produced Commodities



Source: Philippine Fisheries Profile, 2022



Source: Philippine Fisheries Profile, 2022



Fisheries Production by Sub-sector, 2022

Source: Philippine Fisheries Profile, 2022









Sixty-five (65) types of 
fishery products are 
exported by the 
Philippines to the 
world, particularly to 
the European Union

Only eight (8) types of 
tuna products 
comprise more than 
91% of the exports by 
volume

The requirements are 
currently quite 
contained to fisheries, 
yet the aquaculture 
sector is more 
complicated from the 
regulatory side

Trends and Opportunities in Philippine Fisheries Export Trade

Source: COLEAD based on Eurostat



Tarde data from 2018 to 2022



Country/ trading partner
Actual export of the Philippines 

(US$)
Export potential 

(US$)
Unrealized potential  

(US$)

Japan 64 m 150 m 96 m

China 76 m 123 m 61 m

United States 87 m 93 m 32 m

Korea 19 m 63 m 47 m

Hong Kong 42 m 44 m 19 m

Key findings: 

The markets with greatest potential for Philippines’s exports of Fish & shellfish are Japan, China and United 
States. Japan shows the largest absolute difference between potential and actual exports in value terms, 
leaving room to realize additional exports worth $96 m.



Challenges in Export Trade



Difficulty to comply fully 
with international market 
access requirements 
such as food safety, 
traceability (Catch 
Certification Scheme) 
including sustainability,  
environmental and social 
responsibility, particularly 
by Small Scale Fishers 
(SSF), MSMEs and small 
exporters.

Stringent and constantly 
evolving import 
regulations of major 
trading partners (i.e., EU, 
USA, Japan, Middle East, 
China).

The Philippines is not 
included in Annex VIII of 
Implementing 
Regulation (EU) 
2021/405 as authorized 
for entry into the EU of 
live, chilled, frozen or 
processed bivalve 
mollusks, echinoderms, 
tunicates, and marine 
gastropods.

The Philippines is listed 
as having authorization 
for entry into the EU for 
composite products with 
processed products 
derived from bivalve 
mollusks originating 
either in Member States 
or EU approved third 
countries



High logistic costs in 
export and import 
trade

Philippine seafood 
products are generally 
competitive in quality 
but not in price (eg. 
Shrimps), due to 
government-subsidized 
exports, lower 
export/import tariffs, 
duties and taxes by 
other competing 
countries.

In aquaculture, fish 
producers are 
challenged with high 
production and input 
costs, steady supply of 
good quality fingerlings, 
mortality due to 
diseases, natural 
calamities, and climate 
change.



Thank you!

Fisheries Industry Development & Support Services Division

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

Fisheries Bldg. Complex, BPI Compound, Vasra, Quezon City

Email: adiaz@bfar.da.gov.ph

MS. AMOR G. DIAZ

Chief, FIDSSD
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