




OurStory...
INFOFISH is an Intergovernmental Organization set up 
by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) to provide marketing information and 
technical advisory services for fishery products in 
the Asia Pacific Region and beyond. It is based in Kuala 
Lumpur and hosted by Malaysia since its inception in 1981. 

INFOFISH has as its members: Bangladesh, Cambodia, 
Fiji, Kiribati, Malaysia, Maldives, Papua New Guinea, 
Philippines and Thailand.

INFOFISH Member Countries:



Core Activities
With over 40 years of active participation in fisheries 
and aquaculture development activities in the 
region and beyond, INFOFISH is a leading resource 
centre for expertise in various disciplines including 
fishing, aquaculture, post-harvest processing and 
quality assurance, market access, product and 
market diversification, and sustainable value chain 
development of aquatic food production systems. 
Its current mandate, as originally stipulated as well 
as required by the Member Countries from time 

“we are experts in fisheries & aquaculture services”

to time, includes, inter alia, maximising the use 
of fishery resources in a sustainable manner and 
increasing export earnings with due consideration 
of environmental, social and governance aspects.  
In addition, through the decades, our international 
team of experts have continued to undertake 
training activities, market studies, and consultancy 
assignments as well as contribute towards global 
dialogue on issues that matter in the industry.  



Our Focus
Trade Promotion
Market analysis covering supply and demand trends, short 
and medium-term forecasts and prices in the major and 
potential markets worldwide. 	

Technical Advisory
Provides technical advisory support keeping abreast of 
technological developments along with technical trainings, 
workshops, conferences, consultancies, projects and
policies related to responsible fishing, aquaculture and 
post-harvest activities. 

Publications
Publishes the pioneering bimonthly magazine, INFOFISH 
International, distributed globally since 1981.  The 
subscription of the magazine includes a complimentary 
subscription to the fortnightly INFOFISH Trade News. 

Marketing Information
INFOFISH organizes and provides support for online and 
in-person technical and marketing trainings, workshops, 
and global conferences on all aspects of fisheries and 
aquaculture. 

Product Development
Conducts in-depth studies on any of the above mentioned 
areas as per request from the INFOFISH Member Countries 
and beyond including feasibility studies, market research 
and surveys; and pilot projects. 

Study Visits
Study visits to production sites and processing facilities 
to familiarise with state-of-the art technologies, advanced 
management systems and knowledge sharing.



Publications
Comprehensive Coverage on International Fishery Trade... Offering the Latest Trade News, Market 
Analysis and Prices in Major and Potential Markets as well as Market Opportunities for Products 
and Services.

INFOFISH Trade News (ITN) 
INFOFISH Trade News provides market analysis, 
covering supply and demand trends, short and 

medium-term forecasts and prices in the major and 
potential markets worldwide.

INF   FISH
TRADE NEWS
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Latest trends 
 

Easter was the main consumption period of seafood, especially 
in the Southern part of the continent. Prices are still going up 
as consumer interest continues strong, and practically all price 
levels are accepted by the consumers. In the present issue of 
the European Fish Price Report, prices increased for 25 percent 
of the recorded prices; for 20 percent they declined, while 55 
percent stayed stable. Overall, salmon prices fell somewhat 
after the sky-high levels reached in March 2023. Cod prices 
decreased somehow, while sole prices continued to rise. Shrimp 
prices started to move upwards after months of relatively low 
price levels.  

At the end of the month, the seafood industry of Europe will 
meet in Barcelona. The interest of the sector in the event is 
strong, and critical business decisions will be taken at this 
event.  

The container cost index increased by 4 percent in the third 
week of April, the first increase in 15 weeks. But it is still 78 
percent lower if compared to the same week last year. The 
index is USD 1 778 per 40-foot container, 83 percent below the 
peak of USD 10 377 in September 2021.  

 
The Global Container Freight Index (FBX) quoted USD 2 214 on 
27 January 2023 compared to USD 9 806 in January 2022. The 
current index is well below last year’s level but still much 
higher than pre COVID-19 levels which, for example, quoted 
USD 1 358 on 6 March 2020. Nevertheless, current container 
prices may ease transport of frozen freight to Europe, with the 
exception obviously of disruption that may be caused from 
geopolitical tensions. 
 
 
 
Prices were steady in January 2023. About half of the prices 
reported in this price report remained the same as in December 

Index for prices 

 

Groundfish 9 

Flatfish 11 

Tuna 12 

Small Pelagics 13 

Cephalopods 14 

Crustaceans 16 

Bivalves 18 

Salmon 19 

Trout 19 

Freshwater fish 19 

Non Traditional  
Species 20 

Seabass-Seabream- 
Meagre 21 
The European Fish Price Report, 
based on information supplied by 
industry correspondents, aims to 
provide guidance on broad price trends. 
Price information is indicative and 
should be used only for forecasting 
medium- and long-term trends. FAO is 
not responsible for any errors or 
omissions.  

Fishing Technology Digest April - June 2023

April - June 2023
Issue No. 122

INFOFISH, based in Malaysia, and set 
up with the assistance of FAO, provides 
Advisory Services related to Fishing 
Technology for the Asia-Pacific. It 
strives to facilitate dissemination of 
information on fishing technology and 
equipment for  the  industry besides   
research and training.  It  also  promotes  
links  among  research  institutions,   
administration and industry. Since 
1992, INFOFISH, issued a quarterly 
newsletter collating global fisheries 
news and advancements related to 

fishing technology and sustainable 
fish harvesting.

Information on various aspects of 
industry also appears in INFOFISH 
International .  A supplementary 
s e c t i o n  o n  ‘ I n d u s t r y  N o t e s ’ 
p r o v i d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e 
latest developments in the global 
fisheries scene. New equipments 
and innovations are also featured. 
C o m m e n t s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
are welcome, as per requests and 
recommendations for inclusion in the 
mailing list.
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GLOBAL
Meet the high level speakers at WSC 2023

FAO/WHO World Food Safety Day High-Level 
Event: Food standards save lives 

This year’s joint FAO and WHO World Food Safety 
Day (7 June 2023) was themed “Food standards save 
lives” and presended as a hybrid event hosted at FAO 
in Rome.  In his welcome remarks, Dr QU Dongyu, 
Director-General of FAO, underlined the importance 
of food safety both to FAO’s mission to end hunger 
and to the organization’s strategic framework, which 
aims at sustainable food systems transformation. Dr 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General 
of WHO, highlighted the role of Codex in developing 
food standards, and the role of governments and the 
private sector in implementing and maintaining those 
standards. He also highlighted some key statistics in 
relation to foodborne illness: “Every day, an estimated 
1.6 million people around the world become sick from 
eating unsafe food, many of them small children. Over 
200 diseases, from diarrhoea to cancers, are caused 
by eating food contaminated with bacteria, viruses, 
parasites or chemicals.” The event was moderated by 
a number of parties, including FAO’s Deputy Director-
General, Maria Helena Semedo, and panel of high-
level guests from Albania, Costa Rica and the United 
States of America. Closing remarks were given by 
WHO’s Assistant Director-General for Universal Health 
Coverage / Healthier Populations, Dr Ailan Li, who said 
that food standards can provide safer food for everyone 
everywhere and that it is “essential for all of us to 
anticipate future challenges and take action today.” 
“Moving forward, policymakers must prioritise food 
safety through control systems,’ she said. “We call for a 
world where everyone everywhere has access to safe 
and nutritious food.” Watch the event recording here.

World Seafood Congress 2023 (WSC 2023) has 
lined up with world class speakers and exciting 
programme for WSC 2023 in Peniche, Portugal, 25-
27 September 2023. Dr Essam Yassin Mohammed, 
Director General of WorldFish and Senior Director 
of Aquatic Food Systems at CGIAR will open the 
congress, leading the debate with an overview of key 
issues and challenges in “Blue Harvest: Charting a 
Sustainable Course for People, Planet and Profits”. 
The congress will explore how to optimise the 
contribution of fishery and aquaculture production and 
distribution to sustainable development, reflecting the 
interests of operators, workers along the supply chain 
and, crucially, consumers. The WSC 2023 organising 
committee confirmed the following speakers such 
as: Prof. Melanie Siggs, Advisor, Friends of Ocean 
Action, World Economic Forum; Dr. Alison Turnbull, 
Senior Research Fellow, Marine and Antarctic Studies, 
University of Tasmania and Chair, SafeFish Australia, 
Dr. Ricardo Calado, Principal Researcher, Department 
of Biology, University of Aveiro, Portugal, Prof. Ana 
Gago-Martínez, Head, Department of Analytical and 
Food Chemistry, University of Vigo, Paolo Caricato, 
G5 Food Hygiene, Feed and Fraud Directorate, DG for 
Health and Food Safety of the European Commission. 
Tracy Murai, Assistant Director, Global Fisheries and 
Marine, Thai Union Group, Valeska Weymann, Senior 
Expert/ Technical Key Account Manager for Aquaculture, 
GLOBALG.A.P., Laurice Churcill, Senior Consumer 
Safety Officer, Seafood Inspection Programme, NOAA, 
Sirilak Suwanrangsi, Global Regulatory Leader, Thai 

Union Group, Esther Garrido Gamarro, Fishery Officer 
from the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
in Rome, Jogeir Toppe, Fishery Officer from the FAO 
in Rome and Dr Steve Jones, Research Associate 
Professor, Natural Resources and Marine Science, 
University of New Hampshire, USA. Here are just a few 
of the top picks so far. For the updated programme and 
registration   details   please click here.  

FOURTH ISSUE 2022, with January–June 2022 Statistics 

GLOBEFISH 
HIGHLIGHTS 
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2022  

INFOFISH International (II)
is the longstanding bimonthly magazine distributed 
globally since 1981. It is also included as a 
complimentary copy (online) to subscribers of the 
fortnightly INFOFISH Trade News.

European Fish Price Report (EPR)
is a monthly bulletin with comprehensive coverage 
on European markets. Produced by FAO-Globefish, 

EPR reports on market trends and prices for 
coldwater as well as tropical species namely cod, 

hake, Alaska pollack, herring, farmed salmon/trout, 
European sea bass/sea bream, tuna, tropical shrimp 

and chephalopods and more.

THE FISH INSPECTOR (FI)
is a quarterly newsletter focusing on Seafood

Inspection, Quality Control, Post-Harvest 
Technologies and Food Safety. It is a joint publication 

of INFOFISH, FAO and International Association of 
Fish Inspectors(IAFI). The newsletter is available in 

English, Spanish, French and Portuguese.

FISHING TECHNOLOGY DIGEST (FTD)
a quarterly publication focusing on Responsible 
Fisheries and Aquaculture, Fishing Technologies, 
Gear and Methods, Vessels and Equipments and 
The Ocean Decade.

GLOBEFISH Highlights (GH)
is the commodity report which outlines quarterly 
market trends and outlook on tuna, groundfish,  
shrimp, lobster, chephalopods,small pelagics, fish 
meal and fish oil.



Since its inception in 1981, INFOFISH has been advising its member countries Bangladesh, Cambodia, Fiji, Malaysia, Maldives, 
Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Sri Lanka and Thailand on fisheries  and aquaculture  for over 40 years. Our breadth 
of science has expanded and so has the range of customers we offer advice and consultancy to, together with our network of 
global partners and collaborators. We at INFOFISH work across scientific disciplines, drawing upon the latest thinking and our 
decades of experience to offer  training and consultancy services aimed at imparting better understanding of salient  industry 
issues; and to inform decisions to be taken to successfully deliver marine programs, promote the sustainable use of fishery 
resources, as well as  increase export earnings with due consideration for the environment and people.  

Projects and Consultancies

KEY PROJECTS 

•	 CFC/FAO/INFOFISH Project on Promotion of 
Processing and Marketing of Freshwater Fish 
Products: Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka (CFC/FSCFT/18). 

•	 Evaluate and Recommend Strategies to Enhance 
the Fish Processing Activities in Endau, Mersing, 
Malaysia   for   the   East   Coast   Economic    
Region    Development    Council    (ECERDC).  

•	 CFC/ FAO/ INFOFISH Project (CFC/FSCFT/24) on 
“Organic Aquaculture in Myanmar, Thailand and 
Malaysia”.

•	 FAO-TCP Project (TCP/RAS/3011) “Strengthening 
National Capabilities in Seafood Trade Policy 
including Risk Assessment and Traceability”. 

•	 CFC/ FAO/ INFOFISH Project (CFC/FSCFT/18) on 
“Promotion of Processing and Marketing of Value- 
added Tuna Products from Island Countries in the 
Asia-Pacific” - Maldives and Papua New Guinea. 

•	 CFC/ FAO/ INFOFISH Project (CFC/FSCFT/02) on 
“Export Promotion of Value-added Fishery Products 
and their Sustainable Development” - Bangladesh. 

•	 FAO Project (GCP/INS/078/SPA) on establishing 
“Fish Marketing Information for Nanggroe Aceh 
Darussalam (NAD) in Indonesia”.

•	 GCP/INT/643/JPN - Young Fisheries Professionals 
Training programme from Africa (FAO project).

•	 Market study/ product development of Chilean 
canned seafood products in Southeast Asia 
(Fundacion Chile).

•	 Market and marketing study of selected fishery 
products from Malaysia (Federal Agricultural 
Marketing Authority).

•	 Market study on value-added cephalopod products 
from Peru (Prompex, Peru).

•	 TCP/RAS/2906 – Benefits and costs of WTO 
membership for the food, agriculture, fishery and 
forestry sectors of small island countries in the 
Pacific.

•	 Study on global Tuna industry status and prospects 
with special reference to Malaysia (Fisheries 
Development Authority of Malaysia).

•	 Market study of white shrimp from Saudi Arabia 
(Saudi Fisheries).

•	 Study on “Product and market diversification of 
Brazilian shrimp products” for the Association of 
Brazilian Seafood Exporters.

•	 Pakistan TCP/PAK/0167 – “Strengthening of fish 
handling, processing and quality assurance” - TCDC 
expert on seafood export marketing.

•	 GCP/INT/851/JPN “Management of Tuna fishing 
capacity: conservation and socio-economics” - 
collection of data/information on tuna markets and 
industry in Asia-Pacific.

•	 India - Setting up of Aqua-technology parks in 
Chennai and Kochi, India.

•	 Study on “Cost and earnings in fish processing – 
sector study – Thailand, Malaysia, India, Sri Lanka, 
Indonesia and Philippines”.

•	 Global fishery products database (FAO).
•	 Marketing study on Nile perch in Asia (CFC/FAO/

COMESA).
•	 Bangladesh - Loan Financing Project. As a follow-up 

to the completed CFC/IFAD/FAO/INFOFISH project on 
“Export promotion of value-added fishery products 
and their sustainable development”.

•	 Studies on global industry status and prospects of 
Shrimp, Fin fish and Seaweed with special reference 
to Malaysia (Fisheries Development Authority of 
Malaysia).

•	 TCP Project on “Regional programme for 
strengthening national capabilities in seafood trade 
policy including risk assessment and traceability”.

•	 SIPPO (Swiss Import Promotion Programme) assisted 
participation in Bremen and Brussels seafood 
fairs by selected Bangladeshi and Indonesian 
export-processors to promote product/ market 
diversification.



•	 Promotion of organic farming of freshwater prawn 
in Khulna/Borisal areas of Bangladesh with the view 
to establishing a sustainable, environment friendly 
fishery which would ultimately lead to eco-labeling of 
the product. The activity was supported by SIPPO.

•	 Bangladesh – Shrimp technical sessions and market 
promotion, Dhaka, Bangladesh, December 2004.

•	 Sarawak field survey/ consultancy on Assessment of 
fishery resource and industry followed by Seminar 
on “Exports and Market Potential for Fish and Fish 
Products of Sarawak” November/December 2006.

•	 Shrimp farm survey, Kedah, Malaysia – advisory 
service related to techno-economic feasibility (May 
2007).

•	 Tuna long-lining survey and a series of fishing trials, 
India (2007).

•	 Design/ management aspects of a new wholesale 
fish market in Colombo, Sri Lanka for Ministry 
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, Sri Lanka 
(February 2009).

•	 Study on pectin traceability, sanitary regulations 
and market requirements in Australia, Indonesia, 
Singapore and New Zealand and participation 
in the terminal workshop APEC FWG 04/2008 
“Harmonizing quality and traceability standards for 
Pecten trade in the Asia-Pacific region”, Lima, Peru.

•	 Study on “global market prospects for aquaculture 
shrimp and shrimp products” – Sarawak, East 
Malaysia.

•	 Support for the global online FAO SDG 14.4.1 
capacity development workshop series. 

•	 Support for the International Year of Artisanal 
Fisheries and Aquaculture (IYAFA) 2022: Celebrating 
diversity of small-scale fisheries and aquaculture 
in Asia. 

•	 Support for Advancing small-scale fisheries in the 
Asia-Pacific – Celebrating the International Year of 
Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture (IYAFA2022) 
in the Pacific and identifying regional priorities for 
small-scale fisheries support. 

•	 Support in the organization of a series of workshops 
and activities aimed at enhancing the countries’ 
capacities in the collection of fisheries statistics, with 
special focus on Asian countries and FAO-related 
capacity building activities. 

•	 Study reports and handbook related to the 
fisheries and aquaculture industry; technical 
support in developing a global trade directory; and 
interpretation support for a consultation meeting. 

•	 International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and 
Aquaculture (IYAFA) 2022 e-Photobook: Celebrating 
diversity of small-scale fisheries and aquaculture 
in Asia. 

•	 IYAFA Calendar – Advancing small-scale fisheries in 
the Asia Pacific – Celebrating the International Year 
of Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture (IYAFA2022) 
in the Pacific and identifying regional priorities for 
small-scale fisheries support. 

•	 Technical and organizational support to APFIC 
Regional Consultative Forum Webinar Series. 

•	 Resilience and seizing opportunities: small-scale 
fisheries and aquaculture businesses that thrived 
during the COVID-19 pandemic in South and 
Southeast Asia. 

•	 Study reports and handbook related to fisheries and 
aquaculture industry; technical support to developing 
a global trade directory; and interpretation support 
for a consultation meeting.  

GLOBAL COMMODITY CONFERENCES

•	 17 INFOFISH World Tuna Trade Conference & 
Exhibitions: TUNA 1987 – TUNA 2022 Bangkok, 
Thailand.

•	 7 PACIFIC TUNA FORUMS: PTF 2007 – 2023 (Papua 
New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Fiji, Palau).

•	 Organic Aquaculture and Sea Farming 2004 Global 
Technical and Trade Conference & Exhibition, Ho Chi 
Minh City, Vietnam, 15-17 June 2004.

•	 International Conference on Aquaculture Production 
and Marketing of Shrimp & Finfish and Bangladesh 
Seafood Expo 2004, Dhaka, Bangladesh, 28-29 
November 2004.

•	 Seafood Mideast Oman 2006, Muscat, Oman, 5-7 
March 2006 – Technical and Trade Conference, 
Seafood Exposition & Buyer-Seller Meet.

•	 First European Tuna Conference, Brussels, Belgium, 
23 April 2007. Joint Atuna-INFOFISH event.

•	 FAO/ INFOFISH/ INFOYU Global Trade Conference on 
Aquaculture, Qingdao, China, 29-31 May 2007.

•	 CATFISH 2007, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam – 
International Technical and Trade Conference, 13-15 
June 2007.

•	 Aquatech Conferences (1990, 1992, 1994 & 1996)
•	 TILAPIA Conferences (2007, 2010 & 2015)
•	 Global Technical and Trade Conference on Shrimp 

(1988, 2001, 2008, 2019 & 2022)



Trainings, Workshops, 
Conferences & Publications

#IYAFA2022 #ArtisanalFisheriesAquacultureSmall in scale, big in value.

Small in scale,
big in value. 
#IYAFA2022 #ArtisanalFisheriesAquaculture

This calendar has been developed in partnership by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Pacific Community (SPC) and INFOFISH, 2022.

Copyright: Francisco Blaha
Near Rabaul, PNG. 
Woman traders bringing vegetables, fruits and poultry to vessels transhipping in Simpson Harbour Bay (pre covid times)

This calendar has been developed in partnership by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Pacific Community (SPC) and INFOFISH, 2022. #IYAFA2022 #ArtisanalFisheriesAquaculture
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A smart mesh
Copyright: Francisco Blaha
Gillnet fishers near Nusa Island,    
New Ireland, Papua New Guinea 

Women in fisheries
Copyright: Meshach Sulu
Happy women with their clam catches, 
Solomon Islands 
 

Farming oysters for livelihoods
Copyright: Tim Pickering (SPC)
Aquaculture farmers of Va’ulele Yaubula 
Company setting pearl oyster longlines at 
Va’ulele Village, Savusavu Bay, Fiji

Sea, farms and sun
Copyright: Simon Albert 
Drying racks of farmed seaweed on 
Beniamina Island, Solomon Islands. The area 
of the island has halved over recent years 
due to significant coastal erosion, threatening 
rural livelihoods threatening rural livelihoods

Fishing beyond the reef
Copyright: Kelvin Passfield 
Flying fish fishing using scoop nets, 
Cook Islands

Freshwater aquaculture 
for food security
Copyright: Céline Barré (SPC)
Freshwater ponds, Vanuatu

Let fish breed. Eat more later
Copyright: cChange 
Champion fisher Lisala Waqalala convinced 
all his village mataqalis (traditional clans) to 
forego key groupers species during their peak 
spawning months in Fiji 

Our ocean, our life
Copyright: Francisco Blaha
Bringing the catch home at the end of the 
day, London, Kiritimati Island, Kiribati

Rabbitfish cages
Copyright: : Mele Tauati/FAO
Rabbitfish cages at local fish farm, Palau

Nursery areas
Copyright : Tim Pickering (SPC)
Fishing for milkfish fry using a bulldozer 
net, Arnavon Islands, Solomon Islands 

FADs for family
Copyright : William Sokimi (SPC)
Fishing around an artisanal fish 
aggregating device (FAD), Niue 

Fish for life 
Copyright : Quentin Hanich
Woman selling fish along the roadside, 
Kiribati  

Barbecue tilapia
Copyright : Tim Pickering (SPC) 
Champion fisher Lisala Waqalala convinced 
all his village mataqalis (traditional clans) to 
forego key groupers species during their peak 
spawning months in Fiji

Smoking fish
Copyright : Michael Savins 
Community members preparing to smoke 
their catches, Kiribati

She’s ready to cast 
Copyright : Emma Kabua
Woman fishing from the shore
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