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Overview
1. Introduction to Small-Scale Fisheries (SSF)

2. Global commitments to enhancing international trade and markets for 
SSF 

3. The FAO Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale 
Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF 
Guidelines) 
• Focus on chapter 7 – Value chains, post-harvest and trade  

4. FAO knowledge products to support market access and trade for SSF
• The value of small-scale fisheries in production and trade

5. Mentimeter

6. Open discussion
• Main challenges involving integrating small-scale fishers into international markets

• How can FAO best support this integration?



SSF 

No definition, 
but shared 
characteristics





2 out of 10 tonnes co-
managed

At least 40% of global 
catch from SSF

Almost 500 mil people at 
least partially dependent 

on SSF

40% of SSF labour is 
conducted by 

women

5

SSF landings could provide
477 mil women with 20% of 
recommended nutrient intake of 
calcium, selenium and zinc



IHH: Landed economic value

)

Summary results of the analysis of 
global landed economic value of 
small-scale fisheries,

• extrapolated from 58 IHH country 
and territory case studies 

• average annual values, 2013–2017



IHH: Summary of Small-scale fisheries exports 





Employment in small-scale fisheries in Indonesia 

Pre-harvest Harvest Post-harvest

Processing Trading 

Marine and inland Inland Marine Marine and inland Marine and inland Total 

National Labour Force Survey 2020
100.000 311.000 1.942.000 250.000 714.000 3.317.000 



Global commitments to enhancing 
international trade and markets for SSF 



COFI and COFI:FT
• Recognized importance of supporting SSF to 

overcome challenges complying with market 
access requirements, including certification 
schemes

• Highlighted the importance of achieving equitable 
market access and distribution of benefits for 
small-scale fishers

• Underscored the need to reduce post-harvest 
losses and improve processing and handling 
techniques in SSF

CFS 2016 High-Level Forum 
• Connecting Smallholders to Markets

Global commitments to enhancing 
international trade and markets for SSF 



Contribute to achievement of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development

• SDG Target 14.b – Provide access for small-
scale artisanal fishers to marine resources 
and markets

• SDG Target 2.3 – …double the…productivity 
and the incomes of small-scale food 
producers, particularly women, indigenous 
peoples,…and fishers, including through 
secure and equal access to…resources and 
inputs, knowledge, financial services, markets 
and opportunities for value addition

Global commitments to enhancing 
international trade and markets for SSF 



SSF Guidelines 



SSF Guidelines 

• First globally agreed instrument 
entirely dedicated to small-scale 
fisheries

• Developed via a bottom up 
approaching via a series of regional 
workshops 

• Negotiated by the members of FAO

• Endorsed by the FAO Committee on 
Fisheries in 2014.

• This summer the world will 
celebrate the 10th anniversary of 
the SSF Guidelines



Beyond fisheries 

• Grounded in a human rights-based 
approach

• Wholistic approach to sustainable 
development - social, economic and 
environmental development

• Emphasis on gender equality 



Value chains, post-harvest 
operations and trade 



Build Capacity of Individuals, 
Strengthen Organisations and 

Empower Women

Challenges:

• SSF actors are not recognised in decision-
making processes

• Women are marginalised and discriminated 
against - unequal access to infrastructure, 
technology, finance, education and services

• Limited organisational capacity inhibits 
fishworkers to engage in decision making



The importance of 
social organisations in 
SSF governance

• To participate in co-
management

• Infrastructure maintenance

• Capacity to engage with 
international markets



Women’s role in value 
chain is recognised and 
respected

• Facilities and improved 
work environment that 
enable women to 
enhance livelihoods

• Reduce post-harvest 
loss and waste

• Value addition



Provide infrastructure and 
capacity for SSF actors

• To enhance product quality and 
reduce loss and waste

• To bolster trade and increase value 
of SSF production



Reduce Post-Harvest Losses and 
Add Value to Small-scale 

Fisheries Production

Challenges

• Lost income to fishers, processors and traders

• Contributes to food insecurity

• Increases pressure on resources



Avoid post-harvest losses and 
waste and seek ways to create 
value addition

• Utilize appropriate technologies, 
including traditional and innovative 

• Disseminate good practices  

• Promote value addition

• Enable access to high value 
markets



Facilitate Sustainable Trade 
and Equitable Market Access

Challenges

• Sustainable trade is conditional on there being 
resource and food security management 
practices in place

• Meeting regulations and standards

• Unequal power relations often exist between 
different actors along the value chain



Training and capacity 
development of individuals 
and organizations on market 
functions

• Understanding of market dynamics 
and numeracy

• Trade policies, including tariffs and 
non-tariff measures

• Certification and eco-labelling 



Provide access to financial 
services

• Credit and microfinance

• Savings, payment and remittance 
services



FAO knowledge products to support 
market access and trade for SSF



•9 case studies 

•Rich and diverse selection of 
experiences

• Illustrate SSF Guidelines 
recommendations 

•Showcase applied practices and 
successful initiatives

•Present analysis of enabling 
conditions and discuss challenges 
and opportunities

• Inspire SSF proponents to action



6. Fair Trade: Certification 
of a yellowfin tuna handline fishery in Indonesia

Zheng et al. Fair Trade



8. State-led fisheries development: Enabling access to resources and markets 
in the Maldives pole-and-line skipjack tuna fishery

Edwards et al. IPNLF



Some solutions

https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2030en

ICT can help facilitate market access:

• Bridges gap between fishers and 
markets

• Can improve auction processes
• Facilitate traceability 
• Can support data collection and 

analysis

Handbook provides some specific 
examples on the application of ICT in 
fisheries management and trade

https://doi.org/10.4060/cb2030en


NPOA-SSF

•Comprehensive, participatory 
approach to support small-
scale fisheries in line with the 
SSF Guidelines

• Indonesia has conducted 
some preliminary activities to 
develop an NPOA-SSF 

https://doi.org/10.4060/cc9781en

https://doi.org/10.4060/cc9781en


Questions or comments?



PRACTICAL ACTIVITY



What can be done to sustainabily increase small-
scale fisheries participation in international trade? 

• Are there specific small-scale fisheries target species or products that 
could be supported in relation to international trade? 

• Are there producer organizations that could be trained, e.g. by 
participating in trade fairs, in organizational and business development 
training? 

• Are there any ways to increase access to market information – e.g. 
whatsapp groups, radio broadcast, specialized trade information 
channels? 





Mentimeter

• Role of women not recognized and supported

• Lack of appropriate post-harvest infrastructure for processing and 
marketing

• Lack of (organizational capacities of) small-scale producer organizations 

• Impact of international trade, e.g. competition from other fishery products 
or increased pressure on resoures due to high market demand

• Unfair distribuion of benefits from international trade, e.g. too little profit 
for small-scale fishers compared to processors, traders, importers, 
international companies etc. 

• Insufficient access to market information, about prices, buyers, product 
type demand etc.  

• Other



Discussion of results 



Take home messages

• Commercial small-scale fisheries are crucial for the livelihoods of over 3.3 
million people in Indonesia 
• Employment, food, culture, social cohesion, environmental stewardship

• Small-scale fisheries account for 20-40% of Indonesia’s exports but face 
particular challenges
• Lack of appropriate infrastructure
• Lack of access to market information
• Power imbalances along the value chain
• Capacity of producer organizations

• Indonesia has taken important steps in supporting small-scale fisheries
• International guidance and knowledge can support further improvements, 

in line with global commitments signed up to by Indonesia 



Thank you
www.fao.org/voluntary-guidelines-small-scale-fisheries/en/



SSF-Lex

•https://ssflex.fao.org/

•Legal and policy data 
base

https://ssflex.fao.org/
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