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•The Codex Alimentarius is a collection of internationally 
adopted food standards and related texts presented in a 
uniform manner. 

•These food standards and related texts aim at protecting 
consumers’ health and ensuring fair practices in the food 
trade. 

•The publication of the Codex Alimentarius is intended to 
guide and promote the elaboration and establishment of 
definitions and requirements for foods to assist in their 
harmonization and in doing so to facilitate international 
trade.

  What is the Codex Alimentarius?



•The Codex Alimentarius includes standards for all the 
principal foods, whether processed, semi-processed or raw, 
for distribution to the consumer. 

•The Codex Alimentarius includes provisions in respect of 
food hygiene, food additives, residues of pesticides and 
veterinary drugs, contaminants, labelling and presentation, 
methods of analysis and sampling, and import and export 
inspection and certification.

  What is the Codex Alimentarius?



  What is the Codex Alimentarius?

Codex standards, guidelines and codes of practice (together referred to
as “Codex texts”) are recommendations – meaning their application is 

voluntary. Member countries need to take legal steps at the national level to 
incorporate Codex guidance into their legislation or regulations for it to be 

enforceable.



 How does Codex Alimentarius work? 

For Codex Member countries that are also members of the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) there are some international 
obligations to be taken into consideration:

Countries that are Members of WTO and therefore are 
signatories to the Application of sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Measures (SPS) and Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) 
agreements are expected to participate to the extent 
possible in the standard-setting work of the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission.



Codex standards under WTO

• The status of Codex standards under World Trade 
Organization (WTO) agreements has increased the 
significance of Codex standards. 

• Codex standards are explicitly referenced in the Agreement 
on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures 
(SPS Agreement) as the international benchmark for food 
safety. 



Codex standards under WTO

• According to this agreement, Members shall ensure that any 
sanitary or phytosanitary measure is applied only to the extent 
necessary to protect human, animal or plant life or health, 
and shall not be applied in a manner that would constitute a 
disguised restriction on international trade.

• the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Measures entered into force for most WTO Members on 
January 1, 1995.





The Statutes of the Codex Commission were 
adopted by its parent organizations, FAO and 

WHO, and the Commission held its first 
meeting in Rome, Italy in June 1963.



Codex Alimentarius 

•The Codex Alimentarius system presents a unique 
opportunity for all countries to join the international 
community in formulating and harmonizing food 
standards and ensuring their global implementation.

•The mandate of Codex is to establish international food 
standards to protect the health of consumers and to 
ensure fair practices in the food trade, while 
promoting coordination of food standards work 
undertaken by international governmental and 
non-governmental organizations.



Who is participating in Codex?





Who participates in a national Codex Programme? 



The Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme

The work of FAO and WHO with respect to food standards consists 
of the following three independent yet complementary activities:

1. the provision of scientific advice by expert bodies and meetings 
established by FAO and  WHO; 

2. the elaboration of food standards by the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission taking into consideration the scientific advice 
provided by FAO and WHO; and

3. the creation of capacity building programmes related to 
strengthening food control systems taking into account the 
standards developed by the Codex Alimentarius  Commission.



 FAO and WHO role for the provision of scientific 
advice

FAO and WHO implement a joint programme to provide scientific advice 
to:

The Codex Alimentarius Commission and its subsidiary bodies;

Member countries.

FAO/WHO scientific advice is provided through two main mechanisms:

1. Expert bodies that have a permanent joint secretariat (e.g. the Joint 
FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives – JECFA)

2. Ad hoc expert consultations or meetings established to address a  
specific food safety issue (e.g. The Joint FAO/WHO Expert 
Consultation on Evaluation of Allergenicity of Genetically Modified  
Foods).
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Food standards

•The Codex Alimentarius Commission develops 
science-based standards taking into account the 
scientific advice provided by FAO/WHO expert bodies 
and ad hoc consultations and meetings.  

•The Commission undertakes its standard setting work 
through a number of subsidiary bodies (Committees 
and Task Forces).
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https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXM%2B2%252FMRL2e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXM%2B2%252FMRL2e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXM%2B2%252FMRL2e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXM%2B2%252FMRL2e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXM%2B2%252FMRL2e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXM%2B2%252FMRL2e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXM%2B2%252FMRL2e.pdf


Codex Index 
of veterinary 
drugs

Veterinary Drugs | 
CODEXALIMENTARI
US FAO-WHO

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/vetdrugs/veterinary-drugs/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/vetdrugs/veterinary-drugs/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/vetdrugs/veterinary-drugs/en/


Veterinary Drug Detail | 
CODEXALIMENTARIUS 
FAO-WHO

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/vetdrugs/veterinary-drug-detail/en/?d_id=90
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/vetdrugs/veterinary-drug-detail/en/?d_id=90
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/vetdrugs/veterinary-drug-detail/en/?d_id=90


https://elearning.fao.org/course/view.php?name=codex-seri
es 

https://elearning.fao.org/course/view.php?name=codex-series
https://elearning.fao.org/course/view.php?name=codex-series
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