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UN 
Convention 

of the Law of 
the Sea 

(UNCLOS)

Word Trade 
Organization 

(WTO)

World 
Customs 

Organization 
(WCO)

Convention 
on 

International 
Trade of 

Endangered 
Species of 

Wild Fauna 
and Flora 

(CITES)

CODEX
FAO 

Instruments

The Main International Instruments 
setting the Applicable Overall Framework

The WTO Agreement on 
Fisheries Subsidies

The High Seas Treaty

And More Recently
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The 
Convention

Short History

Rights and 
Responsibilities

• Use of the oceans

Basic 
Principle

Cooperation

UN Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS)

UN Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS)

Shared 
Stocks

Article 63
(cooperation)

Within the EEZ of two or more 
coastal States or within the EEZ 
and beyond:

- agree upon measures

- conservation and development

- sub regional or regional 
organizations

Direct Fish 
Related 
Aspects

Maritime 
Zones

5

6



Facilitating Market Access of Fish and 

Fishery Products for International Trade -

The Philippines - June 2023

4

UNCLOS Maritime Zones

Basic Principles
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Sanitary and Technical Issues

Trade Defense Measures

Anti-Dumping Subsidies

Tariffs

Bound and Applied Tariffs Preferential Tariffs

The World Trade Organization (WTO)
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Harmonized System

Classification of 
Products

6-digit Level

The World Customs Organization

• Live

• Fresh or chilled

• Frozen

• Fillets

• Dried, salted or in brine

• Smoked

• Crustaceans

• Molluscs

• Aquatic invertebrates

• Seaweeds and other algae

• Fats and oils 

• Prepared or preserved

Main 
Areas 

for Fish 
Products

National Classifications

Freedom after 6-digit 
level

Statistical, monitoring 
and control, and fiscal 

purposes

The World Customs Organization
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The Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)

35 000 species

Based on trade measures and international cooperation

Multilateral framework

Tackle a global environmental problem

“International trade does not threaten in specimens of 
wild animals and plants their survival”

1973 Convention

Appendix I

• Threatened species 
(endangered)

• 3% of the species

• General prohibition 
on international 
commercial trade

Appendix II

• Species “in risk” of 
extinction

• 96% of the species

• Trade conditions: 
legal, sustainable 
and traceable

Appendix III

• National regulations

• Cooperation 
emphasis

• 1% of the species

WTO SPS and TBT Agreements

Encourage International harmonization of food standards

Objectives

Protecting public health
Minimize disruptions of 
international food trade

Science-based organization

Supported by WHO and FAO

Collection of International food safety 
standards

Developed work
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Main FAO 
Instruments

Food Use

Non-Food Use

Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fisheries 

(CCRF)
1995

International Plan of 
Action IPOA-IUU

2001

Port State Measures 
Agreement (PSMA)

2009

International Plan of 
Action IPOA-Capacity

2009

Voluntary Guidelines 
for Small-Scale Fishers

2014

Voluntary Guidelines 
for Catch 

Documentation 
Schemes (CDS)

2017

FAO Code 
of Conduct

for 
Responsible 

Fisheries

Food Use

Non-Food Use

Comprehensive Instrument

• Solid, sustainable, precautionary and inclusive actions

• Shared responsibilities

• Holistic approach

• Good source of guidance for the main pillars of WTO Fisheries 
Subsidies negotiation process

Basic Axiological Values

• Fisheries management

• Overfishing

• Small-Scale Fishers

• Specific approach

• Post-Harvest Issues

Main Covered Areas
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FAO Important Guidelines

Te
ch

n
ic

a
l 

G
u

id
e

lin
e

s 
o

n
 R

e
sp

o
n

si
b

le
 F

is
h

 
Tr

a
d

e
 -

2
0

0
9

E
co

la
b

e
lin

g
In

la
n

d
 C

a
p

tu
re

 -
2

0
1

1

E
co

la
b

e
lin

g
M

a
ri

n
e

 C
a

p
tu

re
 -

2
0

0
9

A
q

u
a

cu
lt

u
re

 
C

e
rt

if
ic

a
ti

o
n

 -
2

0
1

1

• principles

• general considerations

• terms and definitions

• substantive 
requirements and 
criteria

• procedural and 
institutional aspects

To certify 
and 

promote 
labels 
from 
well-

managed 
fisheries

Additional 
Information 

Sources

Food Use

Non-Food Use

State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA)

Every two years

Sub-Committee on Fish Trade (COFI:FT)
Every two years
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Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Products

Production and Trade

FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE
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Constant 
increase of 
overfished 

stocks in the 
last years

The status of 
fish stocks vary 

substantially 
between 
regions

Sustainability Challenges
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Underfished

Overfished

64.6 % of 
stocks 
by number

82.5 % of 
landings 
by volume

1.2
%

3.8
%

A True International 
Commodity
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37% of fish 

production enters 
international 
markets

US$ 177 billion

Unique Importance of 
Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Products in
International Markets

(US$ share)

49%

Unique Importance of 
Fisheries and 

Aquaculture Products in
International Markets

(US$ share)

49%
19%

18%

11%
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Main Exporters

Main Exporters

Main Exporters

Main Importers
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Food Use

Non-Food Use
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FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE
Economics and Social
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Fisheries and aquaculture patterns and 
trends

Considerably different from other animal 
proteins

Uniqueness of production and trade

Opportunities

A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH IS NECESSARY
TO UNDERSTAND THE INDUSTRY

• Capture Fisheries

• Aquaculture

Type of 
Production

• Industrial

• Small-Scale

• Women

Type of 
Producers

• Shortening the value chain

• Reducing logistics impacts

• Assessing new markets

Combination of
International trade with new 
market opportunities in local 

and regional markets

• Positive impact on certification

• Importance of fisheries management

• Food safety compliance even more 
critical

“Know your product”
approach by consumers

• E-Business

• New packing needs
Other Market Trends

• Information sharing

• Better way to overcome any challenges

Continuous cooperation
between business, 
governments and 

organizations

Production from two different sources: 
Aquaculture and Wild-capture fisheries

Significant production share of
developing countries

Importance of international trade

Long value chains

Inclusive production pattern (countries, 
small-scale, gender)

Main Market Trends and the basic 
Characteristics of the Sector in a Nutshell
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Some 
Projections

Food Use

Non-Food Use
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Aquaculture for
human consumption

Total capture
fisheries

Capture fisheries for
human consumption

Million tonnes (live weight equivalent)

Global capture fisheries and aquaculture production, 1990–2030

Market Access

29

30



Facilitating Market Access of Fish and 

Fishery Products for International Trade -

The Philippines - June 2023

16

What is “market access” (broad sense)?

Most common “market access” requirements
Private sector

• Certification of fisheries and aquaculture 
products

Government

• SPS and TBT requirements

• Legality and traceability

• Tariffs

The possibility of having preferential market 
access is a key element in the 
competitiveness of countries and companies

They can be set by the government or by specific demand of buyers

A set of “external” conditions shaping access potential
to foreign markets

Tariffs and Market Access

• Applicable tariffs

• Preferential tariffs

Types of 
Tariffs

• Huge impact on market access

• Tariffs can be reduced from 
20-10% to 0%

Preferential 
tariffs

• Granted

• Negotiated

Types of 
preferential 

tariffs Evolution of Trade Agreements
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Preferential Tariffs

Trade Agreements

• Negotiated

• Wide coverage of products

• Minimum requirements apply

• Reduction of import duties

• Usually to 0%

• Requirements

• Rules of origin

• Any other agreed clause

Quantitative 
Benefits

Reduction of 
Import Duty

Qualitative 
Benefits

Import 
Requirement 
Facilitation

(Mutual Recognition)

But to Get Preferential Access …

A series of 
conditions must 

be met

Since it involves 
taxation 

reduction, 
many problems 

may occur

Importance of 
being well-
familiarized 

with all 
conditions
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In preferential access, 
how to determine the 
origin of a product?

INTERNATIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS
The Origin of Products

Majority of products

Produced in the country

Substantive 
transformation

Aquaculture

Marine fisheries
Specific and complex 

rules
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Preferential Trade – Rules of Origin

Te
rr

it
o

ry
 R

u
le Live animals born and raised 

there

Products from live animals 
raised there

Products obtained by hunting 
or fishing conducted there

Products of sea fishing and 
other products taken from 
the sea outside the territorial 
waters of countries A or B by 
their vessels

V
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u
le Registered or recorded in 

countries A or B

Sailing under the flag of 
country A or B

Owned by nationals of country 
A or B

Masters and officers from 
country A or B

Minimum percentage of crew 
being nationals of country A or 
B

Traditional and
“Modern Clauses” in 
Trade Agreements
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Common Trade Agreement Clauses

Traditional  Trade 
Agreements 

• Overall clauses of the trade 
agreement to get the tariff 
reduction

• Concentrated on trade clauses

• Rules of origin

• Tariff reduction

New Generation of Trade 
Agreements

• Introduction of non-trade clauses to 
allow the tariff reduction to be applied

• Clauses with a global interest but 
beyond the traditional trade analysis

• Environmental clauses

• IUU fishing

• Fisheries subsidies

The Comprehensive Agreement for Progressive 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)

• Countries
Australia, Brunei 
Darussalam, Canada, 
Chile, Japan, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Peru, 
Singapore, Viet Nam and 
expanding!

• 14% of global production

• Intra CPTTP trade: US$ 
6.3 billionTr
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• The protection of the ozone 
layer

• Ship pollution

• Biodiversity conservation

• Invasive species

• Illegal wildlife trade

• Marine capture fisheries

• Fisheries management

• Conservation measures

• Fisheries subsidiesN
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Non-Traditional Clauses 
are becoming the “New 

Normal” of Trade 
Agreements

Other Market Access Requirements
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Marcio Castro de Souza

Senior Fishery Officer (International Trade)

marcio.castrodesouza@fao.org

Sustainable Fish Trade
For Today and Tomorrow

www.linkedin.com/in/mcdesouza
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